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To: Microsoft ATR
Date: 1/17/02 6:44pm
Subject: Microsoft Settlement

II1. Prohibited Conduct

H. Starting at the earlier of the release of Service Pack 1 for Windows
XP or 12 months after the submission of this Final Judgment to the
Court, Microsoft shall:

1. Allow end users (via a mechanism readily accessible from the
desktop or Start menu such as an Add/Remove icon) and OEMs (via standard
preinstallation kits) to enable or remove access to each Microsoft
Middleware Product or Non-Microsoft Middleware Product by (a) displaying
or removing icons, shortcuts, or menu entries on the desktop or Start

menu, or anywhere else in a Windows Operating System Product where a
list of icons, shortcuts, or menu entries for applications are generally
displayed, except that Microsoft may restrict the display of icons,

shortcuts, or menu entries for any product in any list of such icons,
shortcuts, or menu entries specified in the Windows documentation as
being limited to products that provide particular types of

functionality, provided that the restrictions are non-discriminatory

with respect to non-Microsoft and Microsoft products; and (b) enabling

or disabling automatic invocations pursuant to Section II1.C.3 of this

Final Judgment that are used to launch Non-Microsoft Middleware Products
or Microsoft Middleware Products. The mechanism shall offer the end user
a separate and unbiased choice with respect to enabling or removing

access (as described in this subsection III.H.1) and altering default
invocations (as described in the following subsection II1.H.2) with

regard to each such Microsoft Middleware Product or Non-Microsoft
Middleware Product and may offer the end-user a separate and unbiased
choice of enabling or removing access and altering default

configurations as to all Microsoft Middleware Products as a group or all
Non-Microsoft Middleware Products as a group.

2. Allow end users (via a mechanism readily available from the desktop
or Start menu), OEMs (via standard OEM preinstallation kits), and
Non-Microsoft Middleware Products (via a mechanism which may, at
Microsoft's option, require confirmation from the end user) to designate

a Non-Microsoft Middleware Product to be invoked in place of that
Microsoft Middleware Product (or vice versa) in any case where the
Windows Operating System Product would otherwise launch the Microsoft
Middleware Product in a separate Top-Level Window and display either

(i) all of the user interface elements or (ii) the Trademark of the

Microsoft Middleware Product.

3. Ensure that a Windows Operating System Product does not

(a) automatically alter an OEM's configuration of icons, shortcuts or

menu entries installed or displayed by the OEM pursuant to Section II1.C

of this Final Judgment without first seeking confirmation from the user
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and (b) seek such confirmation from the end user for an automatic (as
opposed to user-initiated) alteration of the OEM's configuration until

14 days after the initial boot up of a new Personal Computer. Microsoft
shall not alter the manner in which a Windows Operating System Product
automatically alters an OEM's configuration of icons, shortcuts or menu
entries other than in a new version of a Windows Operating System
Product.

Begin my comments:

You know that a simple change in terminology made by Microsoft (the
"Start menu" is now the "Begin menu" and the "desktop" is now the
"playground" under Windows XP version 2.0) basically voids any hope of
the end user custom configuring his or her system. Notice that these

two terms are NOT defined in article VI - Definitions. Sheesh - and |
thought anti-trust law was about giving the user a choice.
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